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CHIEF OF MISSANABIE 

CREE FIRST NATION 

Jason Gauthier, BA (Hons) 

Watchey,  
 

I have been a very busy over the 
last while. I have been meeting 
with 
government agencies and 
Ministers to move the interests of 
our First Nation 
in several areas. These areas 
include business, health, and 
emergency 
management. We have been 
successful in some of our 
proposals in our MCBC 
infrastructure projects. We also 
are moving ahead with all of our 
separate 
court cases. As it stands the cases 
we are currently in litigation with 
are 
the Cumulative Effects Case, our 
Provincial TLE Case, and lastly 
our Class 
Action Law Suit for treaty 
annuities. 
At this time I have also been 
dealing with Argonaut Gold and 
Alamos Gold 
with our Impact Benefit 

Agreements, more details to come 
in the future as we 
are in the negotiation stage. There 
are also discussions regarding the 
changes that will affect our 
community due to the recent 
acquisition and 
merger of the two mining sites. 
I am looking forward to our 
upcoming open band meeting 
being held May 4th, 
2024 at our new building with 
access to Zoom and hoping for a 
positive 
discussion. 
In the spirit of Community  

BAND ADMINISTRATOR 

Shereena Campbell 

Greetings,  
Audits: The 2020/2021 Audit is 
underway with KPMG. They are 
hopeful to wrap that up by end of 
May. 
The information for the 
2021/2022 and the 2022/2023 
Audits are also with KPMG. They 
have brought in additional staff 
that will work through those two 
fiscal years concurrently to speed 
up the process. 
 We are excited to announce that 
KPMG, is aiming to have all 3 
years worth of audits available for 
presentation at this Annual 
Gathering in August 2024. 
Finance: A new accounting 
software will be implemented in 
for the Finance Team in the 
coming months. This new system 
will allow department heads to log 
in and view departments, enter 
cheques requests, submit receipts 
to be entered and approve cheque 
requests all in the system.  The 
new system will also allow Chief 

and Council to view 
departmental funding and 
budgets as it allows for this 
accessibility. 
 Coca Update: We are hosting a 
round table open discussion on 
May 23rd in person and virtual 
options are available. A poster 
will be out this week with the 
time and link. 
During this meeting we are 
hoping to gather information on 
what the community would like 
to see for COCA. Once we have 
this information we will start 
building proposals and increase 
capacity as we will need 
someone to Manage the site. I 
am hopeful that those who were 
involved in the original COCA 
will attend as I believe they can 
share their experiences and 
ideas. 
Missanabie Cree First Nation 
App: We are excited to 
announce that the launch date 
for the Missanabie Cree first 
Nation App will be on May 6th. 
Japhet John, Communications 
assistant will be hosting an in 
person and Virtual information 
and tech support session with 
getting the app installed on their 
phone on May 13th. The in-
person session will be at the 602 
Queen street Office and virtual 
meeting link will be posted on 
facebook and the website. The 
meeting poster will be available 
next 
Education: It has been brought 
to our attention that some 
students have had difficulty 
accessing the pdf, this is due to 
adobe promoting to purchase 
their products. There are work 

(Continued on page 3) 
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arounds to this and Education 
has worked with the 
Communications assistant to add 
information to the page on the 
website and the link to the free 
adobe version. Alternatively if 
you reach out to the Education 
Officer she will send the 
application directly via email as 
well. Applications for post 
secondary funding must be in by 
MAY 15, 2024 
  
Annual Gathering: The staff have 
been working to get ready for the 
annual Gathering. The forms 
have been posted and are 
available to be emailed or emailed 
if requested. Please email or call 
June Markie if you requiring a 
paper copy. We ask that you 
complete all pages in the form. If 
you are are flying in, please have 
your airline preference and flight 
times written so June is able to 
make the arrangements that work 
for you. The Elder Care worker 
and the Nurse are working with 
the cooks this year to find a 
better way to work with those 
with dietary restrictions. When 
you complete your forms please 
identify which person has which 
dietary restrictions as they are 
hoping to have the plates ready 
for each individual when they 
arrive for their meals. 

The staff held many discussions 
after last years annual gathering 
providing feedback from 
membership. This year we are 
bringing in more Culture. To start 
the Big drum will be on site. Our 
Sault Ste Marie mens drum group 

(Continued from page 2) will be inviting men of the 
community to come together to 
participate at the drum. Our 
Cultral Language Facilitator is 
working to bring in drummers and 
dancers from the Northern Cree 
communities. We are looking to 
host a workshop to have those 
interested in learning the dances to 
participate and also have a drum 
social. 

POST-SECONDARY 

EDUCATION OFFICER/

CULTURAL FACILITATOR 

Gloria Harris 

Waciye Misiwe (hello everybody) 

Itõs that time of year again where I 
call out for all GRADUATES! 

Please let me know your name, 
school, course or grade you are 
graduating from. If you have a 
picture you would like to share, 
use JPG. Format to send. 

I must set a deadline to receive 
this information from you, so 
make your best effort to send in 
your graduation information 
before June 24. 

Looking forward to hearing from 
our community. We will have a 
recognition ceremony at our 

annual summer gathering. 

MINERAL DEVELOPMENT 

ADVISOR 

Ty Hourtovenko 

Waciye Nehwahkomaganuk, 

Springtime is here and the 
change of seasons is 
accompanied by other changes 
within the mining industry as 
well. As some of you may 
already know, Alamos Gold Inc. 
has initiated the acquisition of 
its neighboring mine, The 
Magino Project. Argonaut Gold 
Inc, the owner of the Magino 
Project was not meeting 
shareholder expectations and 
faced difficult times in keeping 
costs low enough to sustain 
marginal profits. As a result, 
Alamos Gold and Argonaut 
Gold have entered into a 
friendly agreement whereby 
Alamos Gold will acquire all the 
rights to the Magino Property. 
As part of the Transaction, 
Alamos will acquire Argonautõs 
Magino mine, located adjacent 
to its Island Gold mine. The 
integration of the two 
operations is expected to create 
one of the largest and lowest 
cost gold mines in Canada. Our 
Lands and Resources 
Department remains focused in 
our protection efforts and has 
maintained a promising position 
for exercising our Aboriginal 
and Treaty rights. The following 
link can be used to access more 
information from the Alamos 
Gold Website. https://
alamosgold.com/news-and-

(Continued on page 4) 
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events/news/news-details/2024/
Alamos-Gold-Press-Release/
default.aspx Please feel free to 
contact me at any time, should 
you have any questions or would 
like to voice your concerns. 

A little more about Bariteé 

Barite is also used as a pigment in 

paints and as a weighted filler for 

paper, cloth and rubber. The paper 

used to make some playing cards 

has barite packed between the 

paper fibers. This gives the paper a 

very high density that allows the 

cards to be "dealt" easily to players 

around a card table. Barite is used 

as a weighting filler in rubber to 

make "anti-sail" mudflaps for 

trucks. 

China and India are the leading 

producers of barite, and they also 

have the largest reserves. The 

United States does not produce 

(Continued from page 3) enough barite to supply its domestic 

needs. In 2011 the United States 

produced about 700,000 metric tons 

of barite and imported about 

2,300,000 metric tons. 

I hope you enjoyed learning about 

Barite, this monthõs featured critical 

mineral. 

Miigwetch! 

(Continued on page 5) 
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MCBC MANAGER 

Joe Tom Sayers BA (Hons) MPA 

Emergency Management/ISN 
Maskwa - Kashechewan 
precautionary evac was in full 
swing for the past two weeks.  
There are nearly 600 evacuees 
that have been distributed to 
several sites including 
Kapuskasing, Timmins, Kirkland 
Lake and Barrie.  We may be 
winding down the operations and 
repatriating folks back to their 
home community at the start of 
May, 

Mining - Alamos purchased the 
Magino site from Argonaut Gold.  
The deal is expected to close at 
the end of June.  We continue to 
support negotiations with Alamos 
and also support our partners and 
members t both sites. 

RUSH 2024 - we are starting 
early on our next networking 
event for our partners and the 
mines.  More to come so please 
stay tuned 

Miigwech 

(Continued from page 4) MCBC EXECUTIVE 
ASSISTANT 

Brittany Maclean 

Greetings MCFN Community! 
I'm pleased to share that I will be 
undertaking professional 
development courses for the first 
time during my tenure at the 
company. I appreciate this chance 
to improve and refresh skills 
directly relevant to my role. 
The MCBC Team has been 
actively supporting an RFP bid at 
the mine, which has provided 
valuable learning experiences and 
direct assistance. 
We have a meeting scheduled with 
our auditors this week to finalize 
items in the current draft audit for 
MCBC. 
in addition, MCBC is gearing up 
for our annual events - The 
Annual Gathering Business Day 
and The RUSH Business 
networking conference. This year, 
we introduced a Request for 
Proposal process to choose the 
host venue, and we have received 
2 competitive responses. For 
suggestions or input on the 
Annual Gathering Business Day, 
feel free to email me at 
bmaclean@missanabiecree.com. 

COMMUNITY BENEFIT 
AGREEMENT 
COORDINATOR 

Hannah Caicco 

Hello Missanabie Members, and I 
hope everyone is doing well and 
hoping the sunshine is around the 
corner! 
This month I have been keeping 
up with the mine sites and 
working on RFPs to enhance 

community involvement and 
opportunities for MCFN 
members. I have also been 
creating follow-up CBA reports 
and keeping up-to-date on all 
future opportunities. This allows 
us to discuss employment 
opportunities, upcoming RFPs, 
community events, and joint 
venture partnerships. Each 
month we work closely with the 
mines and I provide monthly 
reporting and JV updates each 
month. We have also been 
working to support MCFN 
businesses and members to 
create new and lasting 
opportunities. 
I have also been working with 
different joint venture partners 
to help them find opportunities 
and ways to support the 
community. On the 
employment side I have been 
posting all job opportunities, 
training sessions, and upcoming 
information for all members to 
stay in the loop. 
Finally, I have been working 
con community engagement 
projects and collaborating with 
our partners to increase 
opportunities! This month I will 
be attending a partner open 
house and getting more 
information to share with the 
community. 
 Kind Regards, 
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THUNDER BAY HUB 

DEB EWING 

Very busy in April. Cree classes are continuing.  Thunder Bay Hub hosts: Elderõs Tea, The Youth Drop-
in, Drum Group and the two activities for the month.  During the Elderõs Tea, Moonie won a $25.00 Gift 
Certificate to Tims.  We had Adult Only Golf at On the Links (Simulation golf).  This was a lot of fun.  
We were able to golf on some of the best courses.  By the 4th whole I was +33.  I think I may need les-
sons.  Doug Fletcher won the Door Prize of a $25.00 Gift Certificate to Home Depot.   
 
Our next event will be April 27, and this is Family Swim Day at Churchill Pool.  Refreshments will follow.  
This event is from 3:30 to 5:30 pm.  I would like to see our families out for some fun and conversation. 
 
The first week of May will be Healthy Snack Gift Cards given to families, elders. 
 
May 4 - Is the Open Band Meeting.  This will be virtual for those not attending the meeting in Sault Ste. 
Marie.  I will be hosting this meeting in Thunder Bay at the John E. Fletcher Centre (Hub Office), 906 E. 
Victoria Avenue, Thunder Bay.  The meeting will be starting at 9:00 am. and will continue all day.  Lunch, 
and refreshments will be served.   
 
May 11 - I have a fun event booked at Maple Tops Activity Centre for the children and their parents.  
This event is from 1:00 pm to 3:00 pm.  The venue is the old Paramount Theatre on Court Street. There 
will be a Door Prize. 
 
May 12 ð I have a Motherõs Day Brunch booked for the Slovak Legion.  I have 2 tables reserved for us.  
This is open to the first 16 people who register. There will be a Door Prize. 
 
May 13 ð We will have our Elderõs Tea.  Refreshments will be served.  There will be a Door Prize.   
 
May 23 ð We will have our Youth Drop In.  Refreshments will be served and there will be a Door Prize.   
 
May 25 ð Is golfing at Centennial Golf course.  This is also open to the first 16 people to register. Please 
look on the webpage for more information.  
 
May 27 ð Will be Drum Group.   
 
If my Thunder Bay Hub members have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact me at:  thunder-
bay@missanabiecree.com or phone:  807-623-8330. 

HUBS CORNER 
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