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Sault College Native Student Council Annual Pow -wow  
 April 17-18, 2012   Sault Ste. Marie, ON 
 http://nativeeducation.ca/index.aspx?l=0,1,3,140,142,146 
 

Environmental Film Festival - Best of Planet in Focus  
 April 18-21, 2012    Ottawa, ON 
 www.planetinfocus.org 

 

International Polar Year Conference: From Knowledge to Action  
  April 22-27    Montreal, QC 
  http://www.ipy2012montreal.ca/ 
 

6th Annual Powering Up Aboriginal Energy Conference  
 April 23-24, 2012   Toronto, ON 
 www.canadaforum.com/upcoming_conferences.html 
 

Our Voices - A Session for First Nations Leadership  
  April 24-25, 2012   Toronto, ON 
  www.chiefs-of-ontario.org 

- Anishinaabe Elder 

Walk with your ancestors.  
Way- ah o heya! 
Give thanks to the spirits.   
Way- ah o heya! 
 
 

What does it mean to live in a sacred world?  

Unite belief with action, thinking with doing. 

 First we have to feed our families. 

  

Start saving your seeds. 

We are the land. 

  

 

Missanabie Cree First Nation  

Annual Gathering  

August 11 -18, 2012 
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Happy Birthday to my Nephew, Murray 

Love , Auntie June 

Wachaye, Family & Friends: 

 

Itõs been awhile since I put an article in the newsletter. 

Just wanted to share with you about the conference Rob-

ert( my grandson) and I  went to in Cochrane.  It was 

called Healing Reconciliation Conference (Strengthening 

Our Roots & Our Voices).  

 

We attended many workshops and I will name a few we 

participated in. 

One was a mixed circle in which we shared our stories. 

Traditional Teachings with Conrad Iatail; he talked about 

how we began as Man and Woman and how our Clans 

started. It was very interesting. 

 

Empowerment with the Youth by Dora Palmer. We talked 

about our experience as a youth growing up. We just told 

stories because there were no youth except for Robert. 

This was Robertõs first conference heõs ever been to, so 

he was very quiet; plus there was no other youth at all 

for him to hang out with, so for him it was quite an expe-

rience. 

 

Don Burnstickõs workshop was Healing the Wounded  

Warrior.  He spoke of his hard travels through life and 

how he changed his ways of living plus he was not al-

ways serious so it was fun. 

 

Robert and I also went and saw his show and we never 

laughed so hard.  It was awesome! 

 

Well thatõs it for now.  Thatõs my story and Iõm sticking to 

it (ha ha). 

  

 In The Spirit of Community 

  

 Receptionist/MCFN 

 June Markie 

Happy Birthday to my Great Niece, Alysha  

Love You,  Auntie June  

Happy Birthday to my Niece, Bonnie 

Love You, Auntie June 

Happy Birthday to my Niece, Lorraine 

Love You ,Auntie June 

Happy Birthday to my Son, Corey  

Love you, Mom  

Papa and Brianna chillinõ at GGõs house. 

 

Submissions to Community News and Notes  
 

MCFN members are welcome to submit their news 

items to the Bear Fax Newsletter. 
 

Deadline for submissions is the first day of every month, 

for inclusion in that monthõs newsletter. 
 

Please send your items: 
 

 By fax at 705-254-3292 

 By email to eangeconeb@missanabiecree.com 
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The Ontario government has paid $3.5 million to buy out 

Godõs Lake Resourceõs controversial claims in Kitch-

enuhmaykoosib Inninuwug (KI) territory.  The govern-

ment announced its deal with the junior gold mining 

company on Mar. 29. Under terms of the settlement 

Godõs Lake agreed to surrender its mining leases and 

claims.  The land in question was added to the more 

than 23,000 square kilometers that Ontario previously 

removed from development in the region.  
 

KI Chief Donny Morris said the announcement was good 

news for his First Nation. òNow my question to the gov-

ernment is when do we sit down and discuss the real, 

tangible things,ó Morris said. òEverybody thinks weõre 

anti-development, but weõre not. But we are signatory to 

the Treaty, and we want to have say over development.ó 
 

Ontarioõs minister of northern development and mines, 

Rick Bartolucci, said the agreement responds to KIõs 

concerns while allowing Godõs Lake to move forward 

with mineral exploration in other parts of the province. 

òOur government is committed to assisting companies 

move forward with exploration and development in On-

tario and continuing to meet our duty to consult,ó Barto-

lucci said in a press release. 
 

The dispute between KI and Godõs Lake has been grow-

ing since last September, when KI issued a eviction no-

tice to the company after community members came 

upon an unannounced exploration site on traditional 

lands. 
 

The conflict came to a head on Mar. 6 when KI counci-

lors, elders and community members held a rally in To-

ronto outside the Prospectors and Developers Associa-

tion international mining conference.  Godõs Lake had 

said it would resume exploration work despite the First 

Nationõs opposition, sparking an impromptu camp being 

set up by Morris and other community members at the 

Sherman Lake exploration site. 
 

The settlement between Ontario and Godõs Lake is the 

second time Ontario has paid out millions of dollars to a 

company over a dispute with KI. In 2008 the government 

paid over $5 million to Platinex after the conflict that 

resulted in six KI members, including Morris, being jailed 

for over three months for blocking the mining company. 

Morris said that the government now has to get land use 

plans completed before another mining company ends 

up with a big payout of public money. 
 

òThis is where I want the government to come to the ta-

ble,ó Morris said. òNow is the time. You canõt just keep 

throwing public money at every company that comes 

along.ó 
 

òLetõs hash out these things, letõs negotiate, letõs discuss 

the opportunities,ó Morris added. òThe government has 

to understand that there is another entity up north.ó 
 

                            (From Wawatay News, March 29, 2012) 

GLR PAID OFF BY ON GOVERNMENT IN KI DISPUTE 

The National Aboriginal Health Organization's (NAHO) 

funding has been cut by Health Canada. It is with sad-

ness that NAHO will wind down by June 30,2012.  
 

NAHO has been in operation for 12 years with all of its 

funding coming from the Federal government. NAHO em-

ploys over 30 specialists in health care research and has 

holdings of over $60 million in knowledge-based re-

search to improve the health outcomes of First Nations, 

Inuit and Metis peoples, which include: 
 

Å Over 200 health reports, guides and fact sheets 

Å Rare video footage and audio tapes of Aboriginal El  

ders' indigenous knowledge 

Å The only public available databases on Metis health 

Å 12 issues of the Journal of Aboriginal Health 

Å Thousands of copies of research files and holdings 
 

Over the next two months NAHO will be negotiating uni-

versities and health research institutions to take over 

the care of these invaluable intellectual holdings. 

In addition to its staff, one of NAHO's greatest assets is 

its web site. When you Google Aboriginal health, NAHO 

comes up as one of the leading health information 

sources in the world. Last year, there were over 640,000 

downloads of publications from the NAHO web site, and 

we mailed out close to 250,000 publications to health 

care providers, communities and individuals. The web 

site is used by healthcare providers, researchers, gov-

ernment, and the public. 
 

NAHO has over 50 active partnerships and collabora-

tions with health care Organizations. Some of these col-

laborations include, the Society of Obstetricians and Gy-

naecologists of Canada, Kids Help Phone, Canadian In-

stitute for Health Information, Aboriginal Nurses Associa-

tion of Canada, and Health Council of Canada. 

For further information: 
 

Trevor Eggleton, A/Manager, Communications 

Tel: 1-877-602-4445  www.naho.ca 

THE NATIONAL  ABORIGINAL  HEALTH  ORGANIZATION 'S (NAHO) FUNDING CUT BY HEALTH  CANADA  

http://www.naho.ca
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March 23, 2012 THUNDER BAY, ON: The Ontario Trillium 

Foundation (OTF) Great Grant Awards has selected the  

Kashechewan First Nation Youth Video Project, coordi-

nated by Nishnawbe Aski Nation (NAN), from thousands 

of entries, as one of eight recipients of this yearõs 

awards. The group was honoured with the Great Grant 

Awardsõ Chairõs Award. 

 

In 2009, the Kashechewan First Nation Youth Video Pro-

ject was awarded a community grant of $27,000 from 

OTF to create a video bringing awareness to the many 

issues that plague First Nation youth. The topics covered 

drug and alcohol abuse, low employment, high suicide 

rates, and significant school dropȤout rates.  Thanks to 

training with a video expert, youth participants learned 

how to shoot, edit, produce, and screen videos. 

 

òIõm extremely proud of the Kashechewan youth that 

helped make this video,ó said NAN Grand Chief Stan 

Beardy. òEncouraging our young people to express them-

selves teaches them careerȤskills, but also brings a 

stronger connection to the community by showcasing 

issues important to our youth. The pride and confidence 

they have gained will have a lasting impact on all their 

lives.ó 

 

The Great Grant Awards recipients were selected from 

among 4,500 groups that received OTF support between 

April 2006 and December 2010. The eight recipients, 

along with 27 nominees, will be honoured at an awards 

luncheon today in Toronto. 

 

Nishnawbe Aski Nation is a political territorial organiza-

tion representing 49 First Nation communities in James 

Bay Treaty No. 9 and Ontario portions of Treaty No. 5 ð 

an area covering two thirds of the province of Ontario in 

Canada. 

 

For more information please contact Christina Filazzola, 

Communications Officer ð Nishnawbe Aski Nation 

(807)625Ȥ4928or cell (807) 251Ȥ6386 or by email    

cfilazzola@nan.on.ca. 

NAN FIRST NATION YOUTH RECEIVED DISTINGUISHED ONTARIO AWARD  FOR VIDEO PROJECT 

William Mekanak and Bryan Sainnawap, along with oth-

ers who joined at various points along the way, arrived in 

Sioux Lookout April 3 after walking 500 kilometres from 

Kingfisher Lake First Nation to Sioux Lookout, Ont. It was 

an emotional arrival for the group as they were joined by 

leaders and community members for the final leg of the 

walk. 
 

Mekanak, 37, and Sainnawap, 16, set out March 16 to 

raise funds for a new building to house a Suboxone 

Treatment Program. Mekanak, a Kingfisher Lake band 

councillor, said he got the idea for the walk in September 

2011 after the community lost two people in recent 

years because of prescription drug abuse. 
 

òIt is time as a leader to take a stand and show other 

First Nations that we need to stop (prescription drug 

abuse),ó Mekanak said after arriving in Sioux Lookout. 

Currently, the community operates the Suboxone treat-

ment program out of the local nursing station. To date, 

Kingfisher Lake has had two intakes of detox program-

ming using Suboxone. The first intake was in September 

2011, taking in 23 clients. The second intake in January 

included 18 people. 
 

Prescription drug abuse has severely impacted many 

First Nations in northern Ontario. In 2009, Nishnawbe 

Aski Nation chiefs declared a regional state of emergen-

cy. In the last six months, two First Nations declared 

community state of emergencies. Resources to combat 

the problem are minimal in many communities, especial-

ly for treatment and detox programs. 
 

However, the vision for the new treatment program 

would open its doors not only to Kingfisher Lake resi-

dents, but to Shibogama First Nations Council member 

communities and other surrounding First Nations. Meka-

nak said the walk is just the beginning, as fundraising 

efforts will continue to reach $150,000 for the new 

building. 
 

òThe journey must go on,ó Mekanak said. 

 

Kingfisher Lake is located about 350 kilometres north-

east of Sioux Lookout and is home to about 500 people. 

Shibogama First Nations Council is a tribal council repre-

senting five First Nations in the Sioux Lookout area. 

 

For more information contact: 

Chief James Mamakwa, Kingfisher Lake First Nation 

Phone: (807) 532-2067 ext. 230, Mobile: (807) 737-

0773, Email: jamesm@kingfisherlake.ca 

 

Sol Mamakwa, Health Director,  

Shibogama Health Authority, 

Phone: (807) 737-2662 ext. 2236, Mobile: (807) 738-

0535, Email: solm@shibogama.on.ca 

KINGFISHER LAKE  WALKERS  COMPLETE 500 KM TREK 



SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT 

1 2 3 4 5 6 
Good  
Friday  

7 

8 
Easter  
Sunday  

9 
Easter  
Monday  

10 

 

11 
Eldersô Tea 
1:30 - 3:30 
pm 
COCA Cen-
tre  

12      Healthy 
Snacks after 
1:30 
Hand drum-
ming  
6:45-8:30 pm  
COCA Centre  

13 14 

15 16 17 
Craft Class  
6:45-8:30pm  
COCA  
Centre  

18 
 

19 20 21  Learn-
ing to use 
a compass  
1:30 pm  
Jillian  

22 

Earth Day  

23 

Posted Around 
Opening  
7-9 pm COCA  

24 25 
Eldersô Tea 
1:30-3:30pm  
COCA Ctr.  

26 

Craft Class  
6:45-8:30 pm  
COCA Centre  

27 

Posted Around 
Closing 5 -7 pm 
COCA Centre  

28 

29 30      

SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT 

  1 2 3 4 5 

6 7 
COCA 
Coffee House  
6-9 pm 

8 9 
Eldersô Tea 
1:30-3:30pm  
COCA  
Centre  
  

10         
Healthy 
Snacks after 
1:30 
Craft Class  
6:45-8:30 pm  
COCA Centre  

11 12 
Painting  
Workshop  
COCA  
Centre  

13 14 15 
Craft Class  
6:45-8:30pm   
COCA Ctr  

16 17 
RESP 
Presentation  
6-8 pm COCA  

18 19 

20 21 
Victoria Day  

22 23 
Eldersô Tea 
1:30-3:30pm  
COCA Ctr  

24 25 26       

27 28 29 30 31 Craft Class  

6:45-8:30 pm  
COCA Centre  

  

 

Circle of Creative Arts  (COCA) 
Centre is located  at 648 
Queen St. E 
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Posted Around  - an exhibition of local show poster design April 23 -27 

*  

       Registered Education Savings Plan.  (See flyer included with April Bear Fax) *  

 



Judy Gloria Shaddock 

APRIL 13 APRIL 15 
APRIL 11 

APRIL 17 

APRIL 2 APRIL 5 

APRIL 26 

APRIL 21 

APRIL 29 

APRIL 25 APRIL 24 
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APRIL 4 APRIL 6 

APRIL 27 

Murray David Fletcher 
Cory MacDonald 

APRIL 22 

 Dorothy Bain 

    

 Lorraine Ouellet-Wilson 

Kassandra Rainville  

 Colin Douglas Harris 

Jackson Fletcher-Decorte 
April Wesley 

    

Cheryle Helen Kaplun               
Trica-Lynn Louttit  

APRIL 9 

  Amanda Lynn Lalonde 

Kenneth G. Bain 

APRIL 16 

Neil Everett Ewing 

Mark Joseph Golden 

Lori Lynne Jeffries 
Frances Luther  

David-John Fletcher 
Bonita Gideon 

Dominick Macumber 
Dakota Nolan 

  

 Jo Ann Pezzo 

Earl Edward Quinn 

    

Joan Karen Tangie 

Patrick Bergeron 
Kaleb Jeffries  
Luka Starcevic  

  

APRIL 30 
APRIL 28 

 DôArcy Fletcher 

 Kathie Jean Gray Natasha Lynn Jeffries 
  

APRIL 22 

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


