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26th Annual Great Moon Gathering  -  Learning from the Land  
 February 16-17, 2017   Timmins, ON 
 http://www.mushkegowuk.com/?page_id=2985 
 

NAN Winter Sports Festival  
 February 17-19, 2017   Thunder Bay, ON 
 http://www.nan.on.ca/article/-20376.asp 
 

Mushkegowuk Council Regional Economic Development Summit  
 February 22-23, 2017   Timmins, ON 
 www.mushkegowuk.com/documents/jan2017_ecdevsummit.pdf 
 

Gathering at the Rapids Pow -wow  
 March 4-5, 2017  Algoma University, Sault Ste. Marie, ON 
 

Seedy Saturday  
 March 4, 2017   Sault Ste. Marie, ON 
 https://ssmhortsociety.com/2016-events/ 
 

Residential School Gathering ðWalking Together on our Journey  
 March 10-12, 2017   Timmins, ON 
 www.nan.on.ca/article/residential-school-gathering-20387.asp 

In February 2016, more than 600 children and young 

people from across the National Capital Region and be-

yond gathered on Parliament Hill to celebrate love and 

fairness for First Nations children. The students read   

letters, and shared songs and poems calling on the  

Prime Minister and all Canadians to have a heart for First 

Nations kids and give them the childhood they deserve. 

Have a Heart Day is a child and youth-led reconciliation event that brings together caring Canadians to help ensure 

First Nations children have the services they need to grow up safely at home, get a good education, be healthy, and 

be proud of who they are. 

Have a Heart Day on Parliament Hill happens February 14, 2017. 

For more information and resources, please check the website at the First Nations Caring Society website at: 

https://fncaringsociety.com/have-a-heart 
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SKILLS  AND JOB INVENTORY COORDINATOR 

Hello All, 
 

I am Debbie Rogoschensky. I accepted the 10 week po-

sition for Skills and Job Inventory Coordinator. I started 

last week and was busy trying to get all the information 

that I need to reach out to our members. It has a bit of a 

challenge trying to figure out how to contact everyone as 

we do not have up to date phone numbers and email 

addresses for everyone.  If you have not heard from me, 

you can reach me by telephone @ 705-254-2702, Exten-

sion 238, Monday ð Thursday 8am ð 4:45pm or Friday 

8am ð 12pm. You can also send me an email @                                             

drogoschensky@missanabiecree.com. 
 

I have created a database where I can enter any skills 

that you have acquired over the years, also any certifi-

cates, tickets, workshops or short courses. This infor-

mation will help us to match available jobs with your  

specific skills.  

 

I am including any members who will be 16 years of age 

in 2017. Also, I would like to speak with our older mem-

bers who are retired or no longer working as I believe 

that you all have knowledge and skills that are helpful.  

I look forward to connecting with all of you at some point 

during the next 9 weeks. 
 

Kind Regards, 

Debbie Rogoschensky 

Skills and Job Inventory Coordinator 

drogoschensky@missanabiecree.com  

Missanabie Cree First Nation 

Phone: (705) 254-2702 Ext 224 

Fax: (705) 254-3292  

Watchay, 
 

As we look towards the upcoming year, I have been fo-

cusing most of my efforts on the Treaty Land Entitlement 

for Missanabie Cree First Nation. We have been meeting 

regularly to have our reserve designation completed so 

that those who choose to move back, can do that. Alt-

hough there are those who have a passion to just move 

up to our lands, I feel it our responsibility to make sure it 

is a safe environment that our community can thrive. 
 

Although I understand that there is some apprehension 

involving all these mining agreements, the intent is to 

create our own source revenue that we can use to 

spend towards the move back to Missanabie. The min-

ing industry is not what it used to be 30 years ago where 

the companies have little to no safe guards in the har-

vesting of minerals. Companies now have strict regula-

tions that they MUST follow in order to operate. There 

are always impacts to any resource companies; from 

mining, forestry, energy, oil and gas, and others, but we 

reap the benefits of these in all of our daily lives from 

the use of these resources. 
 

I would like to congratulate all the new hires, and look 

forward to many more opportunities in the upcoming 

months. There will be many new training opportunities, 

business opportunities and employment opportunities, 

and I am always looking for new partnerships that will 

benefit our community. I am very proud of our progress 

and am very positive about our direction. 

 

 In the spirit of Community, 
 

 Chief Jason Gauthier 

mailto:drogoschensky@missanabiecree.com
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FAMILY SUPPORT WORKER 

Waachay! Boozhoo!  to all Missanabie Cree First Nation Members, Family and Friends!  

The Family Support Workerõs main responsibility is to address the needs of the Missanabie Cree First Nation and 

serve the Community! FSW is a prevention service funded by KUNUWANIMANO Child and Family Services.  The 

FSW must participate with the community to explore service options and strategies to address issues affecting First 

Nation children and families. It has been my pleasure to become a part of the Missanabie Cree First Nation com-

munity overall.  

The Goal Setting and Vision Building Workshop will be held on Thursday, March 2, 2017.  This should be fun and 

exciting.  It is a chance for members to come relax and think clearly about building strong healthy lives for our-

selves, our families and community.  

 

¦ƴƛǘŜŘ bŀǝƻƴǎ 5ŜŎƭŀǊŀǝƻƴ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ wƛƎƘǘǎ ƻŦ LƴŘƛƎŜƴƻǳǎ tŜƻǇƭŜǎ όнллтύ  

ƘǧǇΥκκǿǿǿΦǳƴΦƻǊƎκŜǎŀκǎƻŎŘŜǾκǳƴǇŬƛκŘƻŎǳƳŜƴǘǎκ5wLt{ψŜƴΦǇŘŦ 

!ǊǝŎƭŜ т  

мΦ  LƴŘƛƎŜƴƻǳǎ ƛƴŘƛǾƛŘǳŀƭǎ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƘŜ ǊƛƎƘǘǎ ǘƻ ƭƛŦŜΣ ǇƘȅǎƛŎŀƭ ŀƴŘ ƳŜƴǘŀƭ ƛƴǘŜƎǊƛǘȅΣ ŀƴŘ ǎŜŎǳǊƛǘȅ ƻŦ ǇŜǊǎƻƴΦ  

нΦ LƴŘƛƎŜƴƻǳǎ ǇŜƻǇƭŜǎ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ŎƻƭƭŜŎǝǾŜ ǊƛƎƘǘ ǘƻ ƭƛǾŜ ƛƴ ŦǊŜŜŘƻƳΣ ǇŜŀŎŜ ŀƴŘ ǎŜŎǳǊƛǘȅ ŀǎ ŘƛǎǝƴŎǘ ǇŜƻǇƭŜǎ ŀƴŘ 

ǎƘŀƭƭ ƴƻǘ ōŜ ǎǳōƧŜŎǘŜŘ ǘƻ ŀƴȅ ŀŎǘ ƻŦ ƎŜƴƻŎƛŘŜ ƻǊ ŀƴȅ ƻǘƘŜǊ ŀŎǘ ƻŦ ǾƛƻƭŜƴŎŜΣ ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ ŦƻǊŎƛōƭȅ ǊŜƳƻǾƛƴƎ 

ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƎǊƻǳǇ ǘƻ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ ƎǊƻǳǇΦ  

!ǊǝŎƭŜ у 

мΦ LƴŘƛƎŜƴƻǳǎ ǇŜƻǇƭŜǎ ŀƴŘ ƛƴŘƛǾƛŘǳŀƭǎ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƘŜ ǊƛƎƘǘ ƴƻǘ ǘƻ ōŜ ǎǳōƧŜŎǘŜŘ ǘƻ ŦƻǊŎŜŘ ŀǎǎƛƳƛƭŀǝƻƴ ƻǊ          

ŘŜǎǘǊǳŎǝƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŎǳƭǘǳǊŜΦ  

I honour all the Residential School Survivors and Survivors of the 60õs Scoop.  I will continue working hard to 

champion against all future depletion or erosion of our culture and beliefs, which in the past contributed 

to the destruction of our families and communities.  We all will heal and move forward into this new millenni-

um as a strong nation, rebuilding our nation through learning our treaties, our way of life, our language and re-

connecting with our families.  

Many people these days all across Turtle Island are seeking their way and returning to home. 

    Miigwech, 

    Patricia Lesage 

 

ñStruggling to learn when all you must do is REMEMBER the OLD WAYS!!ò     -John Trudell  
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GATHERING COORDINATOR 

POST SECONDARY EDUCATION OFFICER 

Greetings to all members, 
 

The ground hogs were out recently trying to predict how 

much longer winter will be. May the rest of winter be 

kind to you and yours.  
 

With mid-terms and semester break over by the time this 

arrives in your mailboxes, that means our fiscal year end 

activities will be occurring.  What are some of these ac-

tivities you may wonder: finalizing our costs of the PSSS 

program for the fiscal year: will we have a surplus or be 

over?  What will our PSSSP budget be for next year? How 

many students potentially will be returning? How many 

students graduated last year? This year? Did they all 

pass? If not, what then? And, other related items.  Other 

staff will be doing their own program specific year end 

reports.  
 

Students: please remember that transcripts from each 

semester are required. Past practice has been to delay 

payments for the students who have not submitted re-

quired documents.  One of the post-secondary adminis-

trator responsibilities includes ensuring compliance.  
 

Applications continue to arrive for the 2017-2018 aca-

demic year. It is a five page application.  

Deadline  for applications to be received in the office is 

May 15, 2017 for both ongoing and new students.  
 

Reminder: priority criteria will be used in the approval 

process. The 2017-2018 application packages have 

been on the website since December. Download it, then 

fill it out: it can be emailed directly to me or faxed to the 

office.  You may also call the front desk and get a copy 

mailed to you from our receptionist: copies were made 

for front desk in December. If you have questions while 

filling out the forms, you may call me.   

  

All continuing students please plan on getting a 

summer job!    

INAC  defines the academic year as 8 months: usual aca-

demic year is September through April.   
 

Please call your post-secondary officer (that is me, Deb 

Clement) if you have questions.  

  

 

 

 

Regarding our Annual Gathering: August 12 through 19th 

2017  

       No other details are available at this time.  

 

Planning is in process just as the review of last yearõs 

gathering is also still in process.  

 

Please send in your ideas to your gathering coordinator 

(me again): raspberries and rosebuds are appreciated! 

(+õs and ðôs; strengths and areas to be developed!)   Pic-

tures are greatly appreciated - please identify who the 

people are in each picture though, okay? 

 

We do not yet know if we will be having an events coordi-

nator assistant to help with the gathering details. Please 

watch for any postings for such position: it depends on 

the summer program funding.  

 

Am confident that our much appreciated volunteers will 

be needed again.  So, please consider this to be the first 

call out for volunteers.  

 

Watch the Bear Fax and the website for announcements 

closer to the above gathering dates.  

 

 Regards, 

 Deb Clement  
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ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT OFFICER / ISLAND  VIEW ASSISTANT 

Whatchay/ Greetings to all Missanabie Cree Members  

I would like to extend a big Thank You to all members 

who have made me feel welcome. I am excited working 

part time for the betterment of Missanabie Cree First 

Nation., On a daily basis I utilize my skills for the initia-

tives I am working on for the future betterment of Mis-

sanabie Cree First Nation and its membership; no initia-

tives benefit me beside satisfaction of doing good work. 

The plan is to focus and guide action on resilient and 

sustainable initiatives that build on the strengths and 

potential for Missanabie Cree Membership. I continue to 

build on my knowledge and skills to work to advocate 

positive change, economic and social equality.The North 

is changing and with this change we must keep up.  

On February 1, I attended Push for Change Event to sup-

port Paulineõs Place Shelter on Gore Street which helps 

homeless youth; Missanabie Cree had contributed to the 

fund raising efforts along with Councillor Les Nolan. 

I am developing an updated and new Business and Mar-

keting Plan for Island View Camp which I hope to present 

anyone interested sometime in the future. Some other 

projects I am involved in are the Coalition for Algoma 

Passenger Train and the roundtable discussions on is-

sues affecting regional economic development. I am also  

taking part to voice in the innovative program that pro-

vides funding to bring high-speed internet to rural and 

remote communities. 

I am still attending Algoma University with a full course 

load in my fourth and final year in the Community Eco-

nomic Social Development Honors program therefore I 

find myself with a full plate but I certainly enjoy it. I am 

always open to ideas from community members which 

they would like to see come to a reality. 

 In Solidarity 

 Ivan Fox (Wagoosh) 

 

Sault Ste. Marie Push For Change  

Support Paulineôs Place Shelter 

February 1, 2016 - 1:00pm to 4:00pm on Gore Street  

Joe Roberts is pushing a shopping cart 

across Canada to raise funds and aware-

ness of homelessness.  His campaign is 

called Push for Change .   

Roberts stopped in Sault Ste. Marie to tell 

his story at a fundraising event for Paul-

ineõs Place, a homeless shelter for wom-

en.  The event took place on Gore Street, 

with guest speakers, shopping cart races 

and other activities.  The event was sup-

ported by many organizations and agen-

cies including the Missanabie Cree First 

Nation, with matching funds from MCFN 

Councillor Les Nolan.  

Ivan Fox, (left)  with Joe Roberts, 
(centre) at the Gore Street event.  

Joeôs shopping cart. 
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òNew Year stands before us, like a chapter in a book  waiting to be written.      

 We can help write that story  by setting goals.ó  -Warren McLaren  

This is workshop is fun, interactive and enjoyable to be able to sit and set 

goals, achievements and priorities for ourselves for the year and our future.  

 One step at time we can make positive changes and                                         

 One Anishinabe at a time will advance our entire Nation.  

 Where:  Missanabie Cree First Nation ð Band Office  

 Date: Thursday, March 2, 2017  

 Time: 5:30pm ð 7:30pm  

         Door Prizes, fun and interactive. Come out and enjoy! 

Please register because there is limited space. Dinner will be served.             

To register please contact MCFN office at 705 254 2702 ext 223 FSW worker 

(Patricia Lesage) or email plesage@missanabiecree.com.  

I look forward to hearing from you! 

Attention:    

All interested MCFN members, youth, adults. 

You are cordially invited  

to attend a session of  

Goal Setting and  

Vision Building for Self- Care Workshop.  

mailto:plesage@missanabiecree.com
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Community News and Notes.  Deadline for submis-

sions is the 25th day of each month.  

Please send to eangeconeb @missanabiecree.com or by 

fax to the Band Office at 705-254-2702   Miigwech. 

Wachay, 

I hope everyone has been preparing for another produc-

tive year for MCFN elders and Elders Council. 
 

United and continuous participation can move moun-

tains.  I wish to convey my gratitude for the elders and 

Elders Council that contribute, each and every time and 

has continually involved themselves into the develop-

ment of the Elder's role in Missanabie Cree First Nation. 
 

You all know that together, we have an enormous 

amount of knowledge to relay to our youth and chil-

dren.  Elders are a book of knowledge, which we need to 

tell our stories.  How else are our youth and children go-

ing to learn and share? 
 

I wish to encourage and challenge our elders and Elders 

Council to write a story and publish it in the Bear 

Fax.  We need to utilize our news letter and put forth an 

alliance of determined Elders to include teachings of our 

Grandmothers and Grandfathers, the old way.  Pictures 

speak a thousand words! 
 

I hope that I have inspired just a few more elders to 

write and share your walk of life.  Your teachings that 

has been passed down to you, your children and your 

Grand-children.  Is it not one of your teachings, to 

share?  Do you not instill in your children and grandchil-

dren, "The Seven Grandfather's Teachings?". 
 

Life is too short, and you can be here today and gone 

tomorrow, so share...its the youth and children's future. 
 

 Meegwetch 
 

 Aush Kii Ish Kwayo, Elders Liaison 

    IŀǇǇȅ .ƛǊǘƘŘŀȅΣ 5ŀŘ  

CǊƻƳ WŀŎƪƛŜΣ WǳƴŜΣ CǊŜŘΣ 
ŀƴŘ ƭŀǘŜ !ƭƛŎŜΣ aŀōƭŜΣ 
wƻōŜǊǘ ŀƴŘ  

!ƭƭ DǊŀƴŘŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΣ DǊŜŀǘ 
DǊŀƴŘŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ŀƴŘ DǊŜŀǘ 
DǊŜŀǘ DǊŀƴŘŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΦ 

[ƻǾŜ ȅƻǳ ŀƴŘ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ 

ǘƘƛƴƪƛƴƎ ƻŦ ȅƻǳΦ 

WǳƴŜ  

IŀǇǇȅ ±ŀƭŜƴǝƴŜΩǎ 5ŀȅ  

ǘƻ CŀƳƛƭȅΣ CǊƛŜƴŘǎ ŀƴŘ                     
ŀƭƭ Ƴȅ wŜƭŀǝƻƴǎΦ 

WǳƴŜ 

 

Wǳǎǘ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ Ǉǳǘ ŀ ƭƛǧƭŜ ǊŜƳƛƴŘŜǊ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 
ƴŜǿǎƭŜǧŜǊ ǘƘŀǘ CŜōΦ лн ǿƻǳƭŘΩǾŜ ōŜŜƴ 
Ƴȅ ŘŀŘΣ WŀŎƪ DƛŘŜƻƴΩǎ .ƛǊǘƘŘŀȅΦ 

Special thoughts of my dad  (Jack Gideon - in the spirit 

world)  on February 2.   We always encouraged him to 

stay inside so he wouldn't see his shadow.     -Jackie  

 

Birthday greetings  

for an awesome day  

to my great grandson 

Jayce,  

living in B.C.   
 

Love you very much.   

Nanny Fletcher. 

 


