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Watchay,  
This month we have been working on the preparation of  the camp for 

evacuees into Island View. We have also been installing the bunkhouses at 

the school site, we have been looking at ways to accommodate our members as well as evacuees. Our 

bus will be used to transport evacuees from the evacuee drop off  point to Missanabie and Island View. 

We have made many significant upgrades to Islandview.  

We also have been supporting a resettlement committee to keep the momentum of  reserve creation 

continual. We have hired both proposal writers and an engineering company to get the work on reserve 

done. We have also talked to contractors and developers for advice and guidance. 

We have never supported and do not support work (tree cutting/clearing) on reserve being done 

outside the consent of  our leadership as mandated by our community. 

As leadership, we are doing everything we can to get the reserve prepared for an equal and fair 

distribution of  lots and land. As there is NO process for lot distribution and taking a lot based on 

“first come first serve” is both unjust and unfair. 

With the pandemic, there are barriers that we are faced with as a community, but we overcome them 

with the work of  our staff  and members who continually stay positive and supportive. 

We are always making strides with our business ventures and our ventures are helping to largely fund 

our hubs, our programming, and our community social projects. Thank you MCBC. 

I would also like to acknowledge our community members that are struggling with addiction, we wish 

to support you in both recovery and harm reduction. I too struggle with addiction, and have been 

clean and sober for 26 years, one day at a time. We want to help you and we are here when you reach 

out. 

I would like to thank the members who are continually showing so 

much support for our governance, I get calls, emails and messages 

often from community members. Council and I, appreciate the support 

and recognition. 

Chief Jason Gauthier 

Missanabie Cree First Nation  
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Staff  are happy to be back in the office after Ontario open into stage 3. 

Mushkegowuk has delivered the Food preservation equipment to Island View 

Camp. The camp manager will be implementing options for community use of  

the equipment. Once we have reviewed the safety and usage information on the 

equipment, we will be able to develop a concrete procedure for accessing the 

equipment. 

The Virtual Annual Gathering is still in the preparation stage with Staff  and 

MCBC. Events and schedules are coming together and an agenda will be available 

before the gathering. 

We have started to use a new Human Resource Information system for all 

personnel. Most of  the staff  have completed their employee profiles and training 

will be assigned for completion. The first training will be Bill C65 training 

regarding harassment in the workplace as it is mandatory training for all federal 

employees. 

Regarding the evacuees, Island View Camp will become host to communities who 

are need of  leaving their home due to forest fires. When evacuees come to site, 

some staff  will be on site, but the office will remain staffed during this time. 

Most of  what I have been doing the last couple weeks involves preparing for the 

evacuation efforts and dealing with administrative matters on the provincial and 

federal level. 

Shereena Campbell - Band Administrator 
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An update from the desk of  the Family Well-being worker! 

Hello MCFN members! I hope this finds you well. 

From my department, it has been an extremely busy couple of  months. We have welcomed 

aboard our new family services supervisor, Bonnie Wiebe. She has been introduced to each pro-

gram and what we have been working on. We have some meetings planned for future develop-

ment of  programming within the FS department. Of  course, other programs will continue to run 

as they have been. These include, healthy snacks for school aged children/post secondary stu-

dents. Healthy snacks for elders will be sent on a monthly basis, as well as the food bank is always 

accessible to our members. As I write this today, we are in the works of  strategic planning, and 

preparation to host evacuees from first nation communities in northwestern Ontario due to the 

fires. We had planned to have a family camp the week of  July 26, but with the immediate need for 

bedspace for evacuees, and the rising number of  fires (around 150 active, 85 NOT under control) 

we have decided it would be in the best interest of  all involved to postpone the family camp. This 

means us sacrificing a week of  fun, for the safety of  our brothers and sisters from up north. If  it 

were our community, and our families, I would only hope others would do the same for us. As 

soon as we are given the green light to bring the evacuees, I will be heading up to Missanabie to 

help with the efforts, in whichever ways I can. This is sad, and scary for all of  us, but I could im-

agine what this feels like for those who are in the thick of  it, being flown miles away from home, 

not knowing what the future of  their community looks like. I will still be working with our com-

munity members, but remotely. This brings me to another notification, that I will be away from 

August 13-23. Rest assured that I will take care of  all of  the snack progams before I leave, and 

the food bank will still be accessible by phoning the office or emailing jhar-

ris@missanabiecree.com. If  it is an urgent matter, please reach out to Bonnie Wiebe, our FS su-

pervisor. If  you have any questions or concerns, please reach out to me before August 12. I ap-

preciate all of  the kind words and understanding our community has had during these trying 

times. I look forward to seeing everyone at an in-person event, someday soon. Till then – Baa-

maapii 

 

P.S I included an overview of  my program in this months newsletter, to highlight the things I 

would be the contact person for, stay safe 

mailto:jharris@missanabiecree.com
mailto:jharris@missanabiecree.com
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Hello Everyone:   

Conner and I will be delivering the envelopes for our students.  In these envelopes are:  Gift Card for 

Healthy Snacks for the month, Hub Newsletter, Calendar for the month and Colouring pages. Remember 

to get these colouring pages in by month’s end; you can win a $25.00 gift card or $10.00 gift cards.  

To date, Thunder Bay has 0 Active Cases of Covid-19.  Our community has done a really good job with 

following all protocols.   

The Family Camp has been postponed for the last week of August due to Evacuees from remote 

communities being hosted at Island View Camp.  These Evacuees are escaping from fires threatening their 

communities. 

Now that we are free to gather again, I am planning my August events.  First, our 2nd Annual MCFN 

Thunder Bay Hub Best Ball Golf Tournament will be on August 8.  This will be followed by a picnic.  The 

details are still being worked on, but the Golf Tournament has been booked at the Centennial Golf Course.  

I am hoping to finalize the picnic location shortly.  See Posters on the Thunder Bay Hub Webpage. 

I am hoping everyone enjoyed the Fruit Baskets that were delivered for both June and July.  This was the 

big event for these two months; a lot of work goes into getting these baskets ready for delivery. I am sorry 

that a few people were missed because they were out of town at the time of delivery. 

If you haven’t received your Covid 19 Vaccine yet, please contact the Thunder Bay Health Unit at:         

(807) 625-5900.  Or you can go to your local pharmacy and get one there.   

All social events are contingent with restrictions due to Covid. 

If you have any comments or questions, I can be reached at: thunderbay@missanabiecree.com  

Meegwetch, 

Debbie Ewing, Thunder Bay Hub Coordinator and Conner Decorte, Youth Representative 

Remember:  Wear your mask when not at home, wash your hands regularly, use had sanitizer when away 

from your home.  STAY SAFE, STAY HEALTHY. 

    Thunder bay 

July 2021 

Thunder Bay Hub Newsletter 
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MINOR’S NEEDS FUND 

 

Missanabie Cree First Nation has reviewed the needs of the community and sees an increasing need to offer ser-

vices that extend to registered and non-registered children of members. Missanabie Cree continues to pursue eco-

nomic adventures that will help support the community in achieving self governed programs. 

The Missanabie Cree Vision Statement reads: 

We are the Omushkego of the Missanabie Cree Ililiwak; whose vision is 

to have a united and self-governing body that will determine our 

destiny guided by the Seven Grandfather Teachings. 

 

We understand that the financial impacts of some of these expenditures can significantly affect a household. 

Without these services there may a detrimental impact to the youth and Missanabie Cree sees value in providing 

for the youth. Missanabie Cree has set a predetermined amount of unfettered funds aside for this purpose. Cur-

rently FNIHB does not cover all expenses for registered children and have no coverage for non-registered chil-

dren of members.  

Eligible Expenses  

 Orthodontal care parentheses (braces, Invisalign, etc.) 

 Eye glasses 

 Hearing aids 

 

If your child requires the any of the above list of eligible expenditures and you are a registered mem-

ber of Missanabie Cree First Nation, please contact Leslie Gagnon at 705-254- 2702 extension 226 or 

send an email to lgagnon@missanabiecree.com to apply.  

 

 Must be under the age of 18  

 Must be the child of a registered Missanabie Cree First Nation member  

 Must complete intake form  

 Must provide a quote and complete an information release form  

 Must provide a list of documents on the intake form (including denial letters from NIHB if applicable) 

mailto:lgagnon@missanabiecree.com
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COVID 19 NUTRITIONAL ASSISTANCE PROGRAM 

 

Missanabie Cree First Nation has developed a COVID 19 nutritional assistance program for the mem-

bers whose income has been directly impacted by the COVID Pandemic restrictions and shutdowns. 

Funds are limited and requests will be accepted in the order they come in.  

Funding will be approved on a 4-week basis with re-evaluation after 4 weeks. Amounts will be sent as gift 

cards  

This is separate from the Family/Student Healthy Snack Program or Elders Nutrition program. 

What can we provide: 

$50 per person in the household per week. Service need will be re-evaluated after 4 weeks. Gift cards will 

be sent bi-weekly. 

To be eligible: 

 Must be a registered member of Missanabie Cree First Nation 

 Must complete an intake form. 

 Must be able to provide name of grocery store that is close to you. 

 Must be impacted by loss of (personal/spousal) income due to COVID restriction (*Proof required) 

 Must be willing to provide information (living situation, number of people in household, workplace de-

tails) to MCFN employee for clarification. 

**Proof of loss of income – ROE, Employment Insurance stub (CERB, CGB, RB), last employer 

paystub 

**Assistance will only be issued to one individual at a residence. If you have more than one family in a 

residence, please include all household members in one application 

 

In order to apply please contact Jana Harris at 705-254-2702  

or via email at jharris@missanabiecree.com 
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In Office Card Renewals: For Members only and will be by appointment only. 

Please call ahead. 

If your card is expired and you need a temporary confirmation of status,  you 

can call (1) 844-280-5011 to make this request. INAC offices have posted the 

following :  

Secure Certificate of Indian Status Application Centre: 

COVID-19-related office closure: All Indigenous Services Canada offices for 

Indian status and secure status card applications will be closed until further 

notice due to circumstances surrounding the COVID-19 pandemic. 

To support national efforts to contain the COVID-19 pandemic, the Public 

Enquiries Contact Centre is temporarily providing services via  e-mail only. An 

agent will respond to your request as soon as possible. We are prioritizing 

requests based on their urgency. Updates on the status of an application for 

Indian Status cannot be provided at this time.  

Email: InfoPubs@aadnc-aandc.gc.ca 

Sorry for any inconvenience this may cause. 

Updating Addresses.: Members, please keep your address up-to-date so you 

don’t miss out on pertinent information regarding band business.  Please use 

the form below and mail or fax it to Missanabie Cree First Nation. You may also 

call the Band Office or email June Markie at jmarkie@missanabiecree.com.  

Please Note:  A Change of address Can Only be processed with information 

provided by the individual involved, not from anyone else. 

Deceased Members: Names of deceased members are not removed from the 

band voter’s list unless the information is provided to Aboriginal Affairs. 

Anyone with funeral information (i.e. name of funeral home/location), date of 

death, a death certificate, or anyone who can be contacted for this information, 

please call or leave a message with  Shereena or Louise at the MCFN Band 

Office. 

mailto:InfoPubs@aadnc-aandc.gc.ca
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Happy 19th Anniversary 

Jason & Natalie 

Happy Birthday to 

Paul Fletcher,  

Love the Family 

Happy Anniversary to Robert & 

Phyllicia Ewing 

 Love the Family 

Happy Anniversary to Moonie & 

Carrie Fletcher  Love 

the Family   

Happy Birthday to Zoey & Sage 
Love Natalie 

Happy Birthday too all 
who are celebrating 
August Birthdays 

 
From the desk of  June 

Markie/MCFN 

Happy Birthday,  

Jordan 

 

Love, Nanny  

 

Happy Anniversary to my son 
and daughter-in-law, Robert 

& Phyllicia 
Ewing, Love 

Mom    

Happy Birthday to Debbie Ewing 

Love the Family 

Happy Birthday Shawn 

Love you my Boy 

MOM 
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 Norma 

 

Jason 
Juliana 

 

Caroline 

 

Jeffrey 
Carol 

 
Margaret 

 

Rebecca 

Deborah  
Neil 

Kathryn 
Kim  

Leo  

 

Dwight 

 

Deborah 

 

 

Craig 
Daniel 

 

 

 

Mary Ann 

 
 

Sherri-Lynn 
John 

 

 

Daniel 

 

 

Martin 

 

Melissa 
William 
Sage  

 Alysia 
 

Raymond 

Iris 

Audrey 

Gregory  
Lesley 

Jordan  
Finley 

Jordin 
Bradley 
Marie 
Dave 
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SATELLITE OFFICE:   www.missanabiecreefn.com 

559 Queen St. E  174B HWY 17B  Phone:     1-705-254-2702  

Sault Ste. Marie, ON Garden River, ON Toll Free:  1-800-319-3001 

P6A 2A3 P6A 6Z1  Fax:   1-705-254-3292 

Missanabie Cree First Nation Chief & Council 

Chief  Jason Gauthier Ext. 231 jgauthier@missanabiecree.com 

Deputy Chief Les Nolan  lnolan@missanabiecree.com 

Councillor Cory McLeod  cmcleod@missanabiecree.com 

Councillor Joanne Pezzo  jpezzo@missanabiecree.com 

Councillor Bobbi Fletcher-Decorte bfletcher-decorte@missanabiecree.com 

Councillor Shawn Pine   spine@missanabiecree.com 

Elder Liaison Glad Hawkins  gfletcher-hawkins@missanabiecree.com 

Youth Council Aletha Pezzo, Miriam Bergeron, Meagan Harris, Connor Fletcher-Decorte, 

 & Ava Salisbury  

Missanabie Cree First Nation Staff  

Band Administrator Shereena Campbell Ext. 235 scampbell@missanabiecree.com 

Bookkeeper Louise Campbell  Ext. 224 lcampbell@missanabiecree.com 

Reception June Markie Ext. 221 jmarkie@missanabiecree.com 

Program Development Lesley Gagnon  Ext. 226 lgagnon@missanabiecree.com 

Band Administrative           

Assistant - C&C 

Amber Lacrosse   Ext. 231 alacrosse@missanabiecree.com 

Post-Secondary Education Gloria Harris Ext. 227 education@missanabiecree.com 

Governance Coordinator Natalie Gauthier Ext. 230 ngauthier@missanabiecree.com 

Lands & Resources Director Tiffany (Tess) Sullivan  tsullivan@missanabiecree.com 

Lands & Resources Tech Michelle Carroll  mcarroll@missanabiecree.com 

Lands & Resources Tech Tetyron Hourtovenko  thourtovenko@missanabiecree.com 

Elders Council   Elders Liaison: Glad Fletcher-Hawkins 

Audrey Bateson  Bill Yerex Bonnie Weibe Carol Nolan Cathy Clement 

Cheryl Macumber D’Arcy Fletcher Debbie Ewing Diane Astle Gloria Harris 

Jackie Fletcher  Kathy Beaudry Kim Young Laura-Lee Rawlyk Lori Rainville 

Marion Nolan Shirley Bain Shelly Fletcher Shirley Horn Terri Lou Fletcher 

Pamela Rew      
Governance Coordinating Committee (GCC) 

Kyle Bateson  Deb Ewing  Victoria Pezzo              Zack Jefferies 

CONTACTS  AND  OTHER  INFORMATION (Page 1 of 2) 
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SATELLITE OFFICE:   www.missanabiecreefn.com 

559 Queen St. E  174B HWY 17B  Phone:     1-705-254-2702  

Sault Ste. Marie, ON Garden River, ON Toll Free:  1-800-319-3001 

P6A 2A3 P6A 6Z1  Fax:   1-705-254-3292 

 

Missanabie Cree First Nation Hubs 

Location    

Wawa/Missanabie Brad Nolan  missanabie@missanabiecree.com 

Thunder Bay  Deb Ewing  thunderbay@missanabiecree.com 

Sudbury  Julien Bergeron  sudbury@missanabiecree.com 

Toronto Vanessa Mahan  toronto@missanabiecree.com 

London Karen Phillips  london@missanabiecree.com 

Missanabie Cree Family Services (MCFS)  1-705-254-2702 

New Location: 559 Queen St. E., Sault Ste. Marie, ON, P6A 2A3                           

Family Services Supervisor  Bonnie Wiebe 203 bwiebe@missanabiecree.com 

Reception Jana Harris 206 jharris@missanabiecree.com 

Choose Life Coordinator   April Wesley 201 awesley@missanabiecree.com 

Mental Health and Addictions  Danica Boyer  dboyer@missanabiecree.com 

Family Support Worker Vacant 203  

Family Well-being Worker  Meagan Harris 204 mharris@missanabiecree.com 

Registered Practical Nurse Vacant   

Missanabie Cree Business Corporation (MCBC)  1-705-575-2188 

Location: 553 Queen Street East, 2nd floor 

General Manager - Joseph Sayers                   705-992-5172 gm_mcbc@missanabiecree.com 

Executive Assistant - Brittany MacLean          705-992-5192 bmaclean@missanabiecree.com 

CBA Coordinator - Hannah Caicco                   705-255-6198 cba_mcbc@missanabiecree.com 

NOHFC Bear Train Manager Intern                beartrain@missanabiecree.com  

Johnathon Lalonde  

Business Intern - Morgan Boissoneau-Boyer  mcbc_reception@missanabiecree.com 

CONTACTS  AND  OTHER  INFORMATION (Page2 of 2) 

http://www.missanabiecreefn.com/
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VISION STATEMENT OF THE MISSANABIE CREE 

We are the Omushkego of the Missanabie Cree Ililiwak;  

whose vision is to have a united and self-governing body 

that will determine our destiny guided by the Seven Grandfather Teachings. 

 

We have a vision of a leadership that is open, honest, trustworthy; 

a leadership with conviction, accessible to the people; 

a leadership that is progressive yet respectful of our traditions, values, and beliefs; 

a leadership with confidence, always watchful and assertive 

in protecting and preserving the treaty and aboriginal rights of our people; 

a leadership that is directed by our people 

and with exclusive accountability to our people and our people alone. 

 

We have a vision of our community re-established on the traditional lands 

that were once the homeland of our ancestors 

where institutions of our government, economy and education can once again thrive. 

 

We have a vision of a people where individuals and families can stand strong 

and find healing through tradition and spirituality; 

individuals and families who are loving and compassionate. 

 

We have a vision of a people who are bi-cultural and bi-lingual; 

a people who can walk in both worlds contributing to our well-being, 

the well-being of other Indigenous Peoples; contributing and competing globally. 

 

We have a vision of a Nation of people who respect the dignity of all; 

a people who find balance through equality. 

 

We have a vision of people who respect the environment, 

harvesting and reaping the resources of the land in a sustainable manner 

as responsible stewards for the use of future generations. 

 

We are the Omushkego of the Missanabie Cree Ililiwak; 

whose vision it is to regain and restore our rightful place 

and through the strength of our people, never again be denied our place in society. 
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